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The Promise of Engagement



Dondi Project Aims

·Enliven, strengthen and unite the men of the 
United Church of Canada 

·Raise $1 million to rebuild the Lutamo School at 
Dondi in Angola

·Raise $100,000 for the United Church of Canada's 
M&S Fund 

·Inspire a renewed spirit of learning and sharing 
through community drumming events



Rebuilding Essential Education in Angola

The LutamoSchool Bringing chairs to school



Highlights of the Past Year

·Spring 2009 - Initiating events at Jackson's Point and 
with other local groups - AOTS support

·July 2009 - Visit to IECA in Angola (Lloyd Paul, Bazza 
Hayward, Kate Rodd, Peter Vinet) leading to creation 
of the award-winning 22-min DVD "Voices in the 
Ruins"

·September 2009 - Lloyd Paul full time Project 
Coordination

·October 2009 - Dondi Tour to western Canada (Lloyd 
Paul, Chris Cullen, Bazza Hayward, Joe Truss)



Highlights of the Past Year

·December 2009 - Enlarged Steering Committee and 
enhanced Fundraising Strategy

·January 2010 - Moving into the black...first donation 
over $10k from a congregation and first donation over 
$10k from an individual

·March 2010 - First event bringing in more than our 
target of $2,500 per event

·April 2010 ς4-min Minute for Mission DVD sent to all 
congregations, return to Jackson's Point...



Dondi Events - Completed
·Presented at over 45 gatherings including 41 drum 

circles - 15 outside Ontario

·Interviewed Angolan missionaries

·Men's groups and congregations carrying on 
fundraising activities

·dinners, 

·concerts, 

·pancake flip-off, 

·challenges to clergy for daily measured walks

·etc.



Dondi Events - Upcoming

·60 gatherings on the Dondi event calendar through 
October, including over 40 events during second 
Dondi tour

·West in May 2010

·Newfoundland in June 2010

·DRUMATHON October 1-2 

·2,000 drummers in 100 communities across Canada 
keeping a continuous beat going for 24 hours plus and 
raising $500,000 for Dondi project



Learning from the past year

·Men are worshipping and gathering in mostly 
conventional ways and few young men are engaged

·Men of all ages and all abilities (and women too) are 
lifted up by the experience of drumming and creating 
music together

·People, even music directors, love the addition of 
sensitive  hand drumming in worship services

·After an experience of a Dondi drumming circle, 
people seem eager for another



Learning from the past year

·Many men are keen to engage with others in a 
meaningful, fun project

·United Church hosts and billets are wonderfully 
welcoming, warm and generous

·Our partners in IECA express in countless ways the 
extent to which they value this partnership and revere 
the missionaries who gave years of their lives to the 
Dondi mission

·Our GCO resources engaged in maintaining global 
partnerships are integral to a successful project



Dondi Project Fundraising Strategy

$10K+

$80K+$20K+



Dondi Drumathon

October 1 at 7pm to October 2 at 7pm

·First Downbeat in Angola on Fri at 7pm their local time, 
2pm EST

·First Downbeat in Canada on Fri at 7pm in Newfoundland, 
5:30pm EST

·Last Downbeat in Canada on Sat at 7pm in BC, 10pm EST

·Total duration = 32 hours

·100 Communities (plus)

·20 drummers per community each raising ave. $250 in 
sponsorship = $500,000



Dondi Drumathon

·Each venue asked to try to schedule drummers to 
keep the beat going for 24 hours

·Each drummer pledges to drum for as long as they 
wish

·There will be periods of synchronized activity planned 
during the 24 hours and prime-time for maximum 
participation

·Every effort will be made to support web-based 
communications between DrumathonCentral
(Toronto, with Abbey North Drummers) and local 
Drumathonvenues



Dondi Drumathon Support
DrumathonCoordination Team
·[ƭƻȅŘ tŀǳƭΣ aŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ
·Chris Cullen, Abbey North Drummers
DrumathonAnimators
·1-2 per participating community
Support Materials (drafts available for review)
·DrumathonAnimator's Planning Handbook
·Registration Form for drummer registration
·Sponsorship Form for raising funds
·Promotional materials - customizable flyer, poster, press 

releases, etc.
·Other Dondi Project materials including DVDs, Study Guide 

(coming), news and updates, event support materials



Drumathon ςAn Opportunity

·For every United Church man (or woman) to drum on Oct 
1-2, and/or sponsor other drummers

·For every person participating to bring at least one 
younger person to the gathering

·To reach out to the local community to bring in drummers 
to raise funds for Angola and for Mission & Service

·To beat (literally) the planetary record for longest and 
largest continuous rhythm drum circle ever held 
(Drumstrongintends to set a new record of 28 hours in 
May 2010 for us to beat in October)

·To show the SLF Grandmothers to Grandmotherswhat the
United Grandpascan do



Our hopes from this gathering

·Strong AOTS support for Drumathon - act as hosts for 
your community

·Signed-up Drumathon Animators for all communities 
represented here (sign-up sheet available)

·Help us promote the Drumathon beyond our groups 
and congregations, embracing and engaging the wider 
community

·Help us beat the world Drumathon record



Drumming in Angola



Drumming in Canada

Central in Brandon Sturgeon Creek in Winnipeg



Drumming in Canada
Elementary School in 
Edmonton Day Care Centre in Brandon
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